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Pest Check

Subterranean Termite Swarming Season

February through May is termite swarming seasomif@ subterranean termite
genusReticulitermesin Texas. Subterranean termites are social ingbat live in
colonies underground, in order to avoid sunshirce@utside air. Their caste system
consists of workers, soldiers, and reproductivieach caste member within a termite
colony has distinct physical and behavioral chaméstics. The workers build shelter
tubes from tiny pieces of soil, wood, and debréat tire glued together using secretions
and fecal material. These shelter tubes form &nsive tunneling system underground
that allows them to carry food resources back inéocolony. The soldier termites protect
the colony from other insect intruders and the wihgeproductives are responsible for
starting a new colony.

Termites feed on any cellulose material, such atsrgaper, and cardboard.
They are important to our ecosystem, since thegmeose cellulose; however, they
become economic pests when they invade human dgegliind structures. Termite
damage may be detected by the presence of mud tldreaged wood, and the swarming
of winged reproductive termites.

Some Preventative Practices:

1) Any stumps, scrap wood, grade stakes, carddmates, and newspapers found around
structures should be removed.

2) Firewood, landscape timbers, and compost piesld not be stored around
foundations of structures.

3) Minimize moist areas by grading the soil andahisg gutters to allow water to drain
away from the building.

4) Do not allow shrubs, vines, tall grasses androdlense vegetation to grow against
structures. Thick vegetation makes it hard to@asfor termite activity and these plants
tend to trap moisture.

Some Chemical Approaches to Termite Control:

If termites are found around structures some nreastan be taken, such as
applying liquid termiticides and/or installing baiy systems. When soil termiticides are
applied, they provide a continuous chemical baareund the structure. There are both




repellent and non-repellant liquid termiticidesttban be applied around structures. The
termites attempting to tunnel into the chemicalgated area will either be killed or
repelled, thus preventing them from entering tiecstire. Termite baiting systems can
also be installed around structures and in con@éucdnditions within the area. The
stations will initially contain a piece of untredte/ood until termite activity is detected.
Once termite activity is observed, then the una@atood is replaced with a plastic tube
containing a termiticide within a cellulose matriXhe worker termites feed on the
cellulose matrix and then exchange this materitth wiher members of the colony. This
results in death of the colony members.
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A winged reproductiveReticulitermes sp(Isoptera: Rhinotermitidae). Photo by Center
for Urban and Structural Entomology, Texas A&M Uerisity.

A termite queenReticulitermes sp(Isoptera: Rhinotermitidae). Photo by Bart Drees,
Professor and Extension Entomologist, Texas A&Mvérsity.

Being Proactive



USDA-APHIS (Animal and Plant Health Inspection Seey has issued a federal
order as of January to prohibit the importatioeftain palms which may serve as a host
of Rhynchophorus ferrugine@livier, the red palm weevil arid. palmaruntLinnaeus,
the giant palm weevil. These beetle infestationglhg go undetected until severe
damage or death of the host plant occurs. Thedseate found within the stems of their
plant hosts so detection is difficult during pofentry inspection, especially when
symptoms are not appareRt. ferrugineusdas spread throughout regions of the Persian
Gulf and Europe, an. palmarumnis distributed in tropical regions of Central éauth
America. As of now, these pests are not knowrctapin the United States and are not
known to be seed-transmitted. Plants affected byther include the genef&rocomia,
Astrocaryum, Attalea, Bactris, Brahea, Butia, CalmnChamerops, Desmoncus,
Euterpe, Manicaria, Mauritia, Metroxylon, OncospeniRoystonea, Sabal and
Washingtonia

Photo of leaf bases Washingtoasp Photo by Jam Manhart, Texas A&M
Herbarium, Texas A&M University:
http://botany.cs.tamu.edu/FLORA/dcs420/fa07/fa0 7[ps0

For all those coffee drinkers out there!



Coffee is one of the biggest cash crops in mantg pdrthe world, and the coffee berry
borer is one of the most widespread pests of tfeeberry. The female borer drills a
hole into the berry and then lays her eggs. The égtch and the larvae complete their
development by feeding on the berry. These tinylegeause economic losses estimated
at $500 million. Recently, however, a group okstists discovered a thrips species,
Karnyothrips flavipeswhich is a natural enemy of the coffee borer. Thigs was
identified as feeding on the eggs and larvae otdifee borer inside the coffee berry.
Scientists found the highest percentage of thnipgipg on borer larvae and eggs early in
the growing season, which coincides with the coffeeer populations being the highest.
More research is needed to determine how effethigepredator is at controlling the
coffee borer and to see if this thrips is preyingloe coffee berry borers in other coffee
producing countries. For the full story, pleasewie
http://www.sripmc.org/news_popover.cfm?id=4153
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Photo of green Arabica coffee berries growing imKoHawaii.

New, Updated Website to Help Identify Insects

While field guides are a great reference, peoplenafurn to websites to help them
identify insects. The new and improved 4H Entorgglwebsite found at

http://insects.tamu.edu/youth/4h/index.his& wonderful resource for the general
public. On the website there is a guide to insedérs, where you can learn how to




pronounce scientific names and find out biologin&rmation. In addition, there are
great videos on insect collecting, pinning and @né@sg insects. It serves as an
impressive teaching tool for beginner insect coédlecand those that want to start a
reference collection.

Mention of commercial products is for educationatgoses only and does not represent endorsement by
Texas AgriLife Extension Service or The Texas A&W/érsity System. Insecticide label registrations a
subject to change, and changes may have occumee #iis publication was printed. The pesticider ise
always responsible for applying products in accardawith label directions. Always read and carafull
follow the instructions on the container label.



